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Since its inception, Spanx and The Spanx by Sara Blakely Foundation have been dedicated to 
elevating and supporting women through entrepreneurship. Knowing the ripple effect that 
empowering women can have to strengthen neighborhoods, cities and countries, The Spanx by 
Sara Blakely Foundation donated $5 million to support female entrepreneurs in the wake of 
COVID-19 and teamed up with GlobalGiving to establish the Red Backpack Fund. GlobalGiving 
will be overseeing the fund, making 1,000 grants of $5,000 each to female entrepreneurs in the 
U.S. to help alleviate the immediate needs and support the long-term recovery of those 
impacted by this crisis. 
 
In addition to the financial gift, each woman will also receive a “lucky” red backpack. Sara 
started Spanx with her “lucky” red backpack from college. It was with her every step of the way. 
The lucky red backpack is a symbol of starting small while dreaming big. It’s become the official 
icon of The Spanx by Sara Blakely Foundation. It’s a wonderful reminder that everything you 
need to succeed is already on your back. 
 
Thanks to MasterClass’s generous donation, all 1,000 women will also receive a free annual All-
Access Pass to all 80+ MasterClass instructors, including Sara Blakely’s class on 
entrepreneurship, to provide mentorship to recipients during this time. 
 
Since its inception, Spanx and the Spanx by Sara Blakely Foundation have been dedicated to 
elevating and supporting women through entrepreneurship. And now, with the impact of 
COVID-19, meaningful relief for female-owned businesses can have a tremendous difference in 
the lives of women, their families, and their communities. GlobalGiving is managing The Red 
Backpack Fund and is solely responsible for the vetting, application and selection process of all 
recipients. GlobalGiving is here to help support community leaders like you. 
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Eligibility Criteria 
 

• You are at least 51% majority-women owned 
• You have withheld payroll taxes for at least one employee in addition to yourself 

(unfortunately, we are unable to accept applications from sole proprietors, or 
individuals who exclusively employ contractors at this time) 

• You are registered as a legal entity and have a valid EIN number 
• You have fewer than 50 employees 
• Your annual revenues did not exceed $5M in any of the past three years 

 
Thank you for confirming this opportunity is a good fit for your needs. If you are ready to begin 
your application, we would love to learn more about your business or nonprofit. (Note: the full 
application will take approximately 12 minutes to complete). 
 
Follow this link to start your application: https://globalgiving.typeform.com/to/FTGEFU 
 
 
 

Frequently Asked Questions 
 
Thank you for your interest in the Red Backpack Fund, and for your inquiries regarding 
eligibility. The following frequently asked questions are updated in real time to address your 
questions. 
 
Q: What is the Red Backpack Fund? 
 
A: The Red Backpack Fund is an initiative started by The Spanx by Sara Blakely Foundation. The 
foundation donated $5 million to GlobalGiving to establish the fund. GlobalGiving will be 
making at least 1,000 grants of $5,000 each to female entrepreneurs in the U.S. to help 
alleviate the immediate needs and support the long-term recovery of those impacted by this 
crisis. To learn more about the Red Backpack Fund, visit this link. 
 
Q: When will the application portal be open? 
 
A: GlobalGiving will begin accepting applications at noon ET on April 6. We will receive 
additional applications starting May 4, June 1, July 6, and August 3. 
 
Q: Who is eligible to apply? 
 
A: Majority women-owned businesses and nonprofits with annual revenues less than $5M, at 
least one additional paid employee, and fewer than 50 individuals on staff. Sole proprietors are 
not currently eligible to apply. Businesses must be in good standing and incorporated as a legal 
entity and be able to demonstrate that the Covid-19 pandemic is causing hardship. 
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Q: How much funding is available? 
 
A: Between May and September, GlobalGiving, via the Red Backpack Fund, will award at least 
1,000 emergency assistance grants to majority women-owned businesses and nonprofits in the 
U.S. Each grant will be $5,000. 
 
Q: How will the grants be awarded? 
 
A: GlobalGiving will announce recipients each month, May through September, with the first 
round of recipients announced the week of May 11. At least 200 recipients will be announced 
monthly, May through September, totaling a minimum of 1,000 recipients. 
 
Q: Where else can I apply for emergency assistance? 
 
A: While we wish we could provide grants to every business applying and cover all your needs, 
our funding is limited. We encourage you to review this list of additional sources of emergency 
assistance from other funders at the links below: 
 

• GrantSpace — List of nearly 200 resources for nonprofits, individuals, and businesses 
• Hello Alice — List of resources for small businesses 
• SheaMoisture — Funding for minority-owned businesses and women entrepreneurs 
• Small Business Administration — List of resources and funding opportunities for 

women-led small businesses 
 
Q: What should I know about GlobalGiving? 
 
A: GlobalGiving is a 501(c)(3) registered nonprofit that makes it safe and easy to support 
important causes around the world. When a crisis like the COVID-19 pandemic strikes, 
GlobalGiving quickly delivers funds to vetted organizations that are best-suited to lead 
immediate and long-term relief and recovery. We have a four-star rating on Charity Navigator 
and are accredited by the BBB Wise Giving Alliance. 


